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RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS. 

[From November 7, 1905, to May 1, 1906. J 
I. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

THE CONFERENCE AT ALGECTRAS. — The central event in the 
diplomatic world has been the international conference over the Morocco 
question. (See last Record, p. 744.) The conference met at Algeciras, 
Spain, on January 16. Besides Morocco, twelve states, including France, 
Germany, England, Austria, Italy, Spain and the United States were repre- 
sented ; but the American delegates, Henry White, ambassador to Italy, 
and S. R. Gummere, minister to Morocco, while participating in the dis- 
cussion, abstained from voting. The meetings were presided over by the 
Duke of Almodovar, Spanish minister of foreign affairs. The matters 
which aroused the greatest controversy were the policing of the port towns 
and the control of the state bank which it was proposed to establish. 
France, having supplied about 70,000,000 of the 75,000,000 francs lent the 
Maghzen by foreign financiers, considered herself entitled to a predominant 
influence in the bank administration ; whereas Germany demanded that 
the new institution should not be controlled by one nationality and should 
not be used for political purposes. In the police question the main prob- 
lem was whether France, which by her position in Algeria was most inter- 
ested in such work and was best situated for it, should control the police, 
or whether they should be jointly controlled by several nations. The dif- 
ferences of opinion regarding these subjects were so radical that for several 
weeks no agreement was reached ; all sorts of rumors spread abroad, and 
both Germany and France made preparations for war. Great Britain sup- 
ported France with firmness, while Russia, Spain and even Italy, despite 
the Triple Alliance, were also disposed to take the side of France. Under 
these circumstances Germany was constrained to act with the greatest cau- 
tion, and at the end of March a compromise was reached. By the terms 
of this compromise it was agreed that for five years France shall officer the 
police of the four ports of Saffi, Mazagan, Mogador and Rabat ; that Spain 
shall officer the police of the two ports of Tetuan and Laroche; that France 
and Spain together shall furnish the officers for Tangier and Casablanca, 
subject to an inspector of police from a third power; and that the police 
officers shall be responsible both to the sultan and to the diplomatic 
corps. As regards the bank question, it was settled that France is to have 
three of the fifteen shares, while the other countries are to have one each, 
and that the Banks of England, France, Germany and Spain shall appoint 
one supervisor each. In addition, steps were taken to prevent the intro- 
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duction of contraband of war into the country, and the principle of the open 
door for the trade of all nations was adopted. While the outcome was a 
compromise, it is generally conceded that France came away from the con- 
ference with enhanced prestige, whereas that of Germany was considerably 
diminished. 

EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.— On November 17 
the representatives of six powers presented final demands to the Turkish 
government for an international board of control for the financial affairs of 
Macedonia. The Porte rejected the proposals on all points, declaring that 
Turkish public opinion would not countenance such a measure. An inter- 
national fleet was therefore dispatched, which arrived off Mytilene on the 
night of November 25, and after the expiry of three hours' notice given to 
the local authorities a force was landed which occupied the custom-house, 
the telegraph office and other portions of the town. Lemnos was soon after- 
ward occupied in the same manner. These aggressive measures brought 
the sultan to terms, and about the middle of December the demands of the 
powers, in slightly modified form, were accepted. — Edward Joris, the Bel- 
gian accused of attempting to assassinate the sultan last July (see last 
Record, p. 774), was convicted on December 18, together with three ac- 
complices, by the court of Stamboul, and was condemned to death. The 
Belgian minister refused to recognize the validity of the sentence on the 
ground that an Ottoman court has no right to try a Belgian ; and he de- 
manded that Joris be handed over to a Belgian court, but the sultan has 
thus far refused to assent to the demand. — Diplomatic relations have been 
arranged between the new kingdom of Norway and other powers. — The 
concordat between France and the Papacy was abolished by the passage 
on December 6 of the law separating church and state (see France). In 
February it was reported that the pope had issued an encyclical condemn- 
ing the law because it is repugnant to the divine constitution of the church, 
because by it worship is entrusted to lay associations and because the free- 
dom of the church is submitted to the will of public officers. A few days 
later he created nineteen French bishops in the dioceses made vacant by 
the struggle. — Commercial treaties have been signed between Austria and 
Italy, Austria and Belgium, Austria and Russia, Portugal and Italy, Portu- 
gal and Switzerland, Portugal and Germany, Great Britain and Bulgaria, 
Servia and Germany. In November a new modus -vvvendi for commerce 
and navigation, to take the place of that arranged in 1 892, was reached 
between representatives of Italy and of Spain ; but the Italian chamber, partly 
out of hostility to the ministry and partly because the arrangement made no 
reservations in favor of Italian wines, refused to ratify it. — In January re- 
presentatives of Servia and Bulgaria negotiated a convention aiming at the 
establishment of a customs union between the two countries ; but the con- 
vention aroused much opposition on the part of Austria-Hungary, and the 
adoption by the last mentioned country of a hostile attitude toward the pro- 
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ducts of Servia forced the Servian government to refrain from submitting 
the convention to the Skupshtina for ratification. 

ASIATIC INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.— On February 12 the 
British ambassador called upon the grand vizier of Turkey in order to insist 
upon the withdrawal of the Turkish troops which had occupied Tabah and 
other places in the Sinai peninsula on the Egyptian side of the frontier. 
Turkish commissioners later visited Cairo in connection with the matter, 
but for some reason failed to give any official intimation of their presence, 
and later returned to Turkish soil. Despite the protests of the English 
government the troops have not yet been withdrawn. — A border dispute 
has also occurred between Turkey and Persia. In March, after consider- 
able previous negotiation, the Persian ambassador at Constantinople, in 
replying to a note from the Porte, deprecated any break in the good rela- 
tions between two Mussulman powers and stated that Persia intended to 
send delegates to negotiate as soon as the Turkish troops were withdrawn 
from territory incontestably belonging to Persia. — Early in December a new 
agreement, which is to hold for five years, was reached by Germany and 
China regarding the Tsing-Tau customs. It was stipulated that the cus- 
toms should be administered in a similar fashion to those in treaty ports, 
subject to such modifications as local needs may require. China is to pay 
Germany twenty per cent of the imposts as a contribution toward the ex- 
penses of local administration. German troops stationed at Ching-wan-tao 
and Pei-taho, outposts of Kiao-chau, were withdrawn early in March. — 
On December 22 a treaty by which China in effect confirmed the Peace of 
Portsmouth was signed at Peking between the Japanese representatives. 
Baron Komura and Mr. Uchida, and the Chinese representatives, Prince 
Ching and Yuan Shih-kai. By the treaty China consented to lease the 
Liao-tung peninsula to Japan and conceded to her also the control of the 
railway on the peninsula as far as Chang-chun, and the right to build a rail- 
way from Antung on the Yalu to Mukden, with a reservation to China of 
the right to purchase at the end of a certain period. By another article it 
was agreed that sixteen of the principal ports and cities of Manchuria should 
be thrown open to the commerce and trade of the world. On April 9 the 
Japanese embassy at Washington announced that, in accordance with the 
principle of the open door, citizens and vessels of foreign countries should 
from May 1 be allowed to enter An-Tung-Hsien and Ta-Tung-Kao ; that 
on the same date consuls would be received at An-Tung-Hsien, and that 
consuls might enter Mukden on June 1 . Travelling in Manchuria is to be 
permitted as far as military exigencies will allow. The port of Dalny is 
to be opened as soon as possible. — During January and subsequently 
efforts were made by Russia to secure favorable concessions from China in 
Mongolia, Turkestan and Manchuria, but seemingly without much success. 
—An agreement between Great Britian and China, embodying the adhesion 
of China to the Tibetan Convention, was signed at Peking on April 27. 
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— Since the murder on October 24 of American missionaries at Lienchow 
(see last Record, p. 743) numerous other anti-foreign demonstrations have 
occurred in China. Serious riots, which were in part a result of a dispute 
between the Chinese and foreign members of the ' ' mixed court, ' ' broke 
out at Shanghai on December 18, but were suppressed by the help of 
marines landed from warships in the harbor. Six Jesuit priests and four 
English missionaries were killed at Nanchang on February 28. Particular 
hostility has been displayed toward Americans ; and the boycott against 
American goods (see last Record, p. 743) has resulted in serious injury to 
American trade (see The United States, The Administration, infra). 
The general situation in the empire was such that not a little apprehension 
of a repetition of the Boxer troubles was aroused. As a precautionary 
measure the American forces in the Philippines were strengthened, and ad- 
ditional ships were sent to Chinese ports. It is probable that representa- 
tions were made to the government at Peking by Japan and perhaps by 
other nations. — In November the government of Japan announced that all 
ships and cargoes seized by the Japanese after September 5 would be re- 
leased. About the same time the Japanese legations at London, Washing- 
ton, Paris, Berlin and St. Petersburg were raised to the rank of embassies. 
A statement made on January 3 1 in the Japanese Chamber by the minister 
of war was later construed into an intention on the part of Japan to insist 
that Great Britain should take steps to render her army more efficient and 
was the occasion of considerable comment. 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.— The fact that the 
commercial agreement between the United States and Germany was to 
expire March 1, thus rendering American imports into Germany subject to 
the general rates of duties, instead of the conventional rates enjoyed by 
those countries which had effected reciprocity arrangements with Germany, 
aroused considerable apprehension lest a tariff war should break out be- 
tween Germany and the United States. In February it was agreed that 
until June 30, 1907, the United States should be allowed to enjoy most- 
favored-nation treatment. The hope was expressed by Germany that be- 
fore the expiration of that period a regular treaty could be concluded. — 
The treaty between the United States and Santo Domingo whereby the 
United States is to manage the customs administration of the latter has 
been strenuously opposed in the United States Senate. Several Republi- 
cans have refused to support it ; while the Democrats have in caucus voted 
to oppose it, although one Democratic senator, Mr. Patterson, has an- 
nounced that he will not abide by the caucus rule. A vote upon the treaty 
has not yet been taken. Subsequently to the negotiations of the treaty Presi- 
dent Morales late in December fled from the capital and Vice-President 
Caceres was installed in his place (see Latin America). The new president 
has, however, declared himself in favor of the treaty. — Peculiar complications 
arose in November out of an attempt of Americans resident on the Isle of 
Pines to ignore Cuban authority, to set up a territorial government and to 
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send a delegate to Congress. Appeals were made to President Roosevelt, 
but he declined to consider the Isle of Pines as other than Cuban territory. 
Popular opinion in the United States has generally regarded the attempt in 
the light of a joke. The treaty under which the United States relinquishes 
all claims to the island has not, however, yet been ratified by the United 
States Senate, although it has been pending since 1903. It is proposed by 
some senators to amend the treaty in such a way as to secure local self- 
government for the people of the island. — A new commercial treaty which 
has not yet been ratified by the Senate has been negotiated with Cuba. 
The treaty provides for reduced duties upon many imports from the United 
States. — A protocol settling the boundary dispute between Brazil and 
Venezuela was signed at Caracas on December 9. In the same month 
indiscreet and unwarranted activity on the part of the officers of the German 
cruiser " Panther " in seeking a deserter at the port of Itajahy led Brazil to 
lodge a protest with Germany, with the result that the action was disavowed 
and an apology was made. — The third Pan- American Conference is to 
meet at Rio Janeiro on July 21. The American representatives are W. J. 
Buchanan, chairman, J. S. Harlan, Dr. L. S. Rowe, V. L. Polk, and 
G. Larrinago of Porto Rico. Secretary of State Root wjll visit the confer- 
ence. It is understood that, among other matters, the subject of the Calvo 
doctrine as to the collection of contractual indebtedness by the use of mili- 
tary force will be discussed. — As usual President Castro of Venezuela has 
managed to keep his country involved in trouble with other powers. 
Early in December diplomatic relations with Colombia, which had been 
broken off since the Matos revolt, were resumed ; but a fortnight later, ow- 
ing, it is said, to the failure on the part of Colombia to return to Venezuela 
a political refugee who had fled thither, Castro recalled the Venezuelan 
consul at Cucuta and closed the consulate at Bogota. After futile negotia- 
tions regarding the affairs of the French Cable Company (see last Record, 
p. 746) a diplomatic break took place between France and Venezuela on 
January 10. On January 14 M. Taigny, the French charg6 d'affaires, 
went on board the steamer ' ' Martinique "at La Guayra in order to get 
instructions which, owing to the seizure of the cable office, were sent in 
charge of a French postal agent. When he attempted to go ashore, he 
was prevented by force from doing so. The Venezuelan charge at Paris 
was thereupon given his passports. Rumors of a French punitive expedi- 
tion have been frequent, and it is reported that the United States has in- 
formed France that she would not interpose objections to such a step. The 
claims of the American asphalt companies remain unsettled. 

THE HAGUE CONFEHENCE AND INTEHNATICNAL AHBI- 
TRATION. — On April 3 the Russian government presented proposals to 
the United States for reconvening the Hague Conference in July. On the 
13th, however, Secretary Root informed the Russian government that the 
convenience of the United States would be served by the selection of any 
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date later than September 20. A date has not yet been agreed upon. — 
Arbitration treaties have been negotiated between Denmark and Spain, 
Denmark and Italy, Brazil and the Argentine Republic. 

II. THE UNITED STATES. 
THE ADMINISTRATION. — The past winter witnessed a bitter struggle 
between the president and his opponents in Congress. The first important 
trial of strength occurred in the House over the Philippine tariff and joint- 
statehood bills ; but the main struggle was over the bill for the regulation of 
railway rates. This measure, which passed the House by an almost unan- 
imous vote, was still before the Senate at the close of the period under re- 
view. In this body the Republicans were divided over the question, and 
the most outspoken opponents of the proposed legislation were certain Re- 
publican senators. In order to weaken the president's influence with the 
people and thereby defeat his policies, all possible opportunities of attack 
were seized upon with eagerness. His Santo Domingo treaty was 
criticised, the management of the Panama canal was made a subject of 
inquiry, and he was accused of trying to influence members of Congress by 
his use of patronage. The president, on his part, is reported to have as- 
serted that bribery was being used by interests opposed to the statehood 
bill. A remarkable feature of the contest was the attitude taken by the 
Democrats. On many matters, such as the statehood bill and the Santo 
Domingo treaty, they opposed the administration ; but on others, and par- 
ticularly on the railway rate bill, they gave him an almost unanimous sup- 
port. — In order to do away with unnecessary printing in the departments 
and improve the form of the annual reports and other documents, the presi- 
dent in January ordered the head of each department to appoint an advisory 
printing committee and announced that he intended to appoint a general com- 
mittee, advisory to all the departments, to consist of the librarian of Congress, 
the public printer and three other persons. — The postmaster general has be- 
gun a war on fraudulent medical concerns. On March 24 an order was issued 
excluding from the mails the advertisements of 52 such establishments in 
New York city and refusing delivery of mail matter addressed to them. — 
Mr. Metcalf, secretary of commerce and labor, in February approved the 
report of a special commission which had been investigating the existing 
regulations regarding the entry and residence of Chinese. The report pro- 
vided that such alterations shall be made that there shall be no delay in 
the admission of those Chinese who do not belong to the excluded classes, 
that the Bertillon system of identification shall be discontinued and that 
Chinese departing from this country shall be informed of the conditions of 
their readmission. — During the fall and winter there was frequently great 
stringency in the money market, particularly in speculative circles, and 
efforts were made to induce the treasury department to come to the relief of 
the market. This Secretary Shaw resolutely refused to do ; but on March 
2, in view of the unusual amount of money flowing into the treasury, he 
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announced that he would at once deposit $10,000,000 of the public funds in 
existing depository banks upon their agreement to import an equal amount 
of bullion from abroad. — Among the apointments which have been made 
are the following : Wilfred B. Hoggatt to be governor of Alaska ; H. J. 
Hagerman to be governor of New Mexico ; Henry C. Ide to be governor of 
the Philippines ; John L. Pancoast to be associate justice of the supreme 
court of Oklahoma ; Hosea Townsend, William H. H. Clayton, William R. 
Lawrence, Lurman F. Parker, to be judges of the Indian Territory ; Briga- 
dier General Frederick D. Grant to be a major general ; Major General J. 
C. Bates to be lieutenant general succeeding Lieutenant General Chaffee ; 
Brigadier General Franklin Bell to succeed General Bates on his retirement 
on April 14 ; Captain Henry W. Lyon to be a rear admiral ; John H. Ed- 
wards to be assistant secretary of the treasury ; Luke E. Wright, ex-gover- 
nor of the Philippines, to be our first ambassador to Japan ; Edwin V. 
Morgan, ex-minister to Corea, to succeed Herbert G. Squiers as minister 
to Cuba. In March the president summarily removed Mr. Bellamy Storer 
from his position as minister to Austria and appointed Charles S. Francis, 
ex-minister to Greece, to succeed him. Early in December the president 
removed William S. Leib, assistant United States treasurer at Philadelphia, 
because of "constant and persistent violation of the civil service law." In 
the same month he removed Irving W. Baxter, a United States district 
attorney in Nebraska, for having recommended that two convicted land 
thieves should merely be committed to the custody of the marshall for a 
few hours. On March 6 he accepted the resignation of assistant paymaster 
George A. Deering, who had been brought before a court-martial on 
charges concerning his pay accounts. — On November 25 Senator Burton of 
Kansas was again convicted of having received compensation for practicing 
as an attorney before the post office department in behalf of a speculative 
concern that was in danger of being forbidden to use the mails for the pro- 
motion of its business (see Records for December 1904, p. 727 and De- 
cember, 1905, p. 750). His case has again been appealed. George W. 
Beavers, one of the persons implicated in the postal frauds (see Records 
of December 1903, p. 726 ; June, 1904, p. 341 ; December, 1904, p. 730 
and December 1905, p. 750) was sentenced in February to four years in 
the penitentiary. Benjamin J. Greene and John F. Gaynor, who some 
years ago fled to Canada but were later extradited (see last Record, p. 748), 
were found guilty in the federal court at Savannah on April 1 2 of em- 
bezzlement and conspiracy to defraud the government and were sentenced 
to four years imprisonment and to pay a heavy fine. 

THE DEPENDENCIES. — On January 31 Major-General Wood, head 
of the military department in Mindanao, succeeded Major-General Henry 
C. Corbin as commander of the military division of the Philippines. Early 
in March General Wood attacked several hundred Moro outlaws who had 
taken refuge in the crater of Mount Dajo, Island of Jolo, and on a final 
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assault made on the 8th a desperate fight ensued in which about six hundred 
Moros and seventeen Americans were killed. When the news of this 
conflict reached the United States, the fact that many Moro women and 
children were killed aroused much criticism. It was later explained that 
this was rendered unavoidable because the women fought along with the 
men and the children were used by the men as shields. Later in the same 
month a constabulary force was treacherously attacked by Pulajanes at Mag- 
taon, Island of Samar, but after losing sixteen in killed and wounded suc- 
ceeded in putting the enemy to flight. On April 16 a band of forty ladrones 
raided the town of Malolos near Manila, killed three members of the con- 
stabulary, lost one of their own number and escaped with twenty rifles.— 
The annual report for 1904-05 of the Philippine commission states that the 
exports have increased by $2,129,738, but that there was a decrease in im- 
ports of $2,342,203, due to the fact that a good rice crop had rendered 
unnecessary a large importation of rice. The failure of the Senate at 
Washington to pass the Philippine tariff bill has proved a great disappoint- 
ment to the people of the islands. — On April 2 Henry C. Ide was inau- 
gurated as governor general of the Philippines in place of Governor Wright, 
who goes as ambassador to Japan. He will be succeeded later in the year 
by General James T. Smith. — On March 26 the House of Representatives 
in the contested election case of C. P. Tanker v. Jorab K. Kalemiorcole 
decided that the latter had been rightfully elected delegate for Hawaii. 

PANAMA AND THE ISTHMIAN CANAL.— An emergency appro- 
priation of $ 1 1,000,000 for use in canal work was signed by the president 
on December 21. — On January 8 the president sent to Congress the letter 
of Secretary Taft transmitting the annual report of the Isthmian Canal 
Commission, and in doing so stated that great progress had been made, 
especially during the last nine months, and that the canal would probably 
be finished in a shorter time than estimated. He also said that many 
charges had been made and doubtless would continue to be made by " sen- 
sation mongers " or by persons with a grievance against the canal manage- 
ment, and he advised Congress not to pay any heed to such charges. 
Nevertheless, the Senate passed a resolution for an inquiry. This inquiry 
developed the fact that many of the charges made in the American press 
against the canal management had been founded on hearsay evidence. — 
In their written report a majority of the board of consulting engineers re- 
commended a sea-level canal ; but the president, Engineer Stevens, and all 
the canal commissioners except one have declared for a lock canal. Some 
of the advantages of a lock canal are that it can be built in eight or nine 
years at an estimated cost of $147,000,000, whereas a sea-level canal would 
probably require at least fifteen years and would cost not less than $250,- 
000,000. — The labor question still continues to be a puzzling one. An 
attempt in Congress to insert in an appropriation bill a clause providing for 
an eight-hour day for laborers on the canal was defeated. 
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CONGRESS. — The Fifty-ninth Congress assembled for the first time on 
December 4. Joseph G. Cannon was reelected speaker of the House. 
The president's annual message, one of the longest ever submitted to a 
Congress, was read on the 5th. In it the first place was given to an urgent 
plea for better government regulation of railroads and particularly for legis- 
lation to detroy the rebate evil. Among the other recommendations were 
legislation to require the publication of campaign expenses and to prohibit 
campaign contributions by corporations ; federal supervision of insurance ; 
maintenance of the efficiency of the navy ; prohibition of interstate commerce 
in adulterated food ; more stringent regulation of immigration ; the admission 
of Porto Ricans to American citizenship ; admission to Congress of a dele- 
gate from Alaska ; joint-statehood for Oklahoma and Indian Territory and 
for Arizona and New Mexico ; reduction of the tariff on Philippine products ; 
an emergency appropriation for the Panama canal commission and improve- 
ment of the consular service. — A bill admitting all Philippine products into 
the United States free, excepting rice, sugar and tobacco, which were to pay 
25 per cent of the Dingley rates until 1909, when they also were to go on the 
free list, was passed by the House on January 16, despite opposition on the 
part of many Republicans ; but the Senate committee on the Philippines 
refused to report it. On April 3 Senator Lodge announced that he would 
nevertheless try to get the bill before the Senate. — A joint-statehood bill for 
New Mexico and Arizona and for Oklahoma and Indian Territory was early 
introduced in the House. In Arizona the measure aroused much opposition. 
In the House there was an " insurrection " against it on the part of certain 
Republicans. The bill was, however, carried through on January 24 by a 
vote of 192 to 165, but in the Senate that portion of it which provided for 
the admission of Arizona and New Mexico was stricken out. — After the 
passage by the House of the Philippine tariff and joint-statehood bills 
Chairman Hepburn, of the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, reported a railroad-rate bill. This bill, which contained many 
features of the Eseh-Townsend measure of the preceding session, placed all 
interstate commerce within the control of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, and provided that whenever the commission, after a full hearing upon 
a complaint against any existing railroad rate charged or collected by a 
carrier engaged in interstate commerce, should be of the opinion that the 
charges or rates complained of were "unjust or unreasonable, or unduly 
preferential or prejudicial, in violation of the terms of this act," the com- 
mission should have the power ' ' to determine and prescribe what will in its 
judgment be the just, reasonable and fairly remunerative rate to be there- 
after observed as the maximum rate to be charged ; ' ' and to make an order 
that the carrier should desist from levying any charge in excess of the pre- 
scribed maximum. The bill was supported by both parties in the House 
and was passed by that body on February 3 by a vote of 346 to 7. When 
the bill was considered in the Senate Interstate Commerce Committee, a 
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majority on February 23 voted to report it unamended ; but Senator 
Aldrich, the leader of the opposition to it, in order to bring it into discredit, 
moved that it should be put in charge of Senator Tilman, a Democrat and 
one of the president's bitterest enemies. The motion was carried. A hard 
fight then began in the Senate and a final vote has not yet been taken. — 
Among the other bills which passed the House was one appropriating 
$1 1,000,000 for the Panama canal work, and another making it a misde- 
meanor to manufacture or sell adulterated or misbranded foods, drugs, 
medicines or liquors in the District of Columbia, the territories or the insu- 
lar possessions, and prohibiting the shipping of such goods from state to 
state or to a foreign country. An army appropriation bill carrying a little 
more than $69,000,000 was passed by the House on March 1. A national 
quarantine bill giving to the secretary of the treasury control over all quar- 
antine stations, grounds and anchorages and providing that all common 
carriers must receive passengers, baggage and freight which shall have 
been discharged and certified by the public health and marine hospital 
service and forbidding interference with the same, passed the House on 
April 3. — Other measures which have been introduced include a bill to im- 
prove the consular service, a bill to provide residences for our ministers 
and ambassadors, an anti-injunction bill and a federal insurance bill. 

THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY. — The supreme court unanimously de- 
cided that the case of Caleb Powers is not removable from the state 
courts of Kentucky to the federal courts.— In the case of Haddock v. Had- 
dock the court sustained the courts of the state of New York in holding that 
a divorce valid in all the states cannot be given by the courts of a state in 
which only one party resides. — On March 12 the court decided the Chicago 
Street Railway cases, involving the franchises of the three principal street 
railway companies, in favor of the city. The decision sustained the acts of 
the state legislature extending the life of the charters of the railway com- 
panies to ninety-nine years but did not sustain the contention of the com- 
panies that the contract rights (limited to a less term of years than the 
charter life of the companies) are extended. Contracts or ordinances of the 
city limiting the use of the streets by the companies for twenty-five years 
from 1859 w e re upheld and the companies' rights in the streets were held 
to expire in accordance with the express terms of the ordinances or con- 
tracts. — In Martin v. Texas it was held that while an accused person of 
African descent on trial in a state court is entitled under the constitution of 
the United States to demand that in organizing the grand jury and em- 
panelling the petit jury, there shall be no exclusion of his race on account 
of race or color, such discrimination cannot be established by merely prov- 
ing that no one of his race was on either of the juries. Motions to quash 
based on alleged discriminations of that nature must be supported by evi- 
dence or by an actual offer of proof in regard thereto. — In South Carolina 
■71. the United States it was held that persons who sell liquor are not re- 
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lieved from liability for the internal revenue tax imposed by the federal 
government by the fact that they have no interest in the profits of the busi- 
ness and are simply the agents of a state which, in the exercise of its re- 
served power, has taken charge of the business of selling intoxicating liquor. 
— In Campbell v. California the court held that a state tax on inheritances 
to brothers and sisters but not on inheritances to brothers-in-law and sisters- 
in-law does not violate the fourteenth amendment. — In the case of the 
Hibernia Savings and Loan Society v. San Francisco the court upheld the 
principle that while the states cannot tax official agencies of the federal 
government this rule does not apply to obligations such as checks and war- 
rants available for immediate use. — In New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad v. the Interstate Commerce Commission and the Interstate 
Commerce Commission v. the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company 
the court held that no railroad can give preference in rates to itself as a 
dealer in commodities. The court recommended that the injunction of the 
lower court "be modified and enlarged by perpetually enjoining the Ches- 
apeake and Ohio from taking less than the rates fixed in its published tariff 
of freight rates by means of dealing in the purchase and sale of coal." — 
That there is no law governing the character of printed matter which a 
Congressman may authorize to be sent through the mails under his official 
frank is the gist of a decision rendered in April by Judge Marshall of the 
United States district court in Utah. (See also the Trust Problem, infra). 
STATE AFFAIRS. — In Connecticut a law has been passed by the pres- 
ent legislature requiring retail dealers in patent medicines which contain a 
certain percentage of alcohol to pay a license fee of $25. — On April 18 the 
state of California was visited by an earthquake which destroyed a great 
part of the city of San Francisco and of several other towns and killed several 
hundred people. In San Francisco the earthquake was followed by a fire 
which raged for several days. The total loss in the one city is estimated 
at $300,000,000, and probably 200,000 people were rendered homeless. 
Prompt assistance was rendered by individuals, associations and by the 
national government. — The suit of the state of Kansas against the Standard 
Oil Company of Indiana for forfeiture of its certificate to carry on busi- 
ness in the state was dismissed by the state supreme court on March 5. 
— In the course of proceedings brought by Missouri against various oil 
companies for violation of the anti-trust laws, the state attorney general, 
after a long fight, was able late in March to compel Mr. Henry H. Rogers, 
the active head of the Standard Oil Company, to admit that the Standard 
controls the Waters-Pierce Company, the Republic Oil Company and the 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana. On March 5 the Missouri board of rail- 
road and warehouse commissioners reduced the rates on oil shipped between 
St. Louis and Kansas City in such a way as to strike a blow against the 
Standard Oil Company in favor of independent refiners. — In February the 
case of the state of Missouri against the state of Illinois regarding the right 
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of the city of Chicago to turn sewage into the Chicago drainage canal was 
decided by the United States supreme court in favor of the defendant. — 
In Montana the supreme court in November declared an anti-trust law un- 
constitutional because it made exceptions in favor of agricultural and horti- 
cultural classes. — In New Jersey Governor Stokes on March 26 signed a 
bill limiting all public utility franchises granted by municipalities to a term 
of twenty years, unless such franchise should be ratified by the people, in 
which case the term may extend to forty years. — The first step toward 
deposing Benjamin F. Odell from the Republican leadership in New 
York politics was taken when his opponents, with the aid of President 
Roosevelt and Governor Higgins, secured on January 3 the election of 
James W. Wadsworth, Jr. , as speaker of the Assembly. A resolution call- 
ing upon Chauncey M. Depew to resign his seat in the federal Senate 
because of his complicity in insurance irregularities was introduced in the 
state Senate. The Elsberg Rapid Transit bill, which has been before the 
legislature at every session for four years, passed both houses in April. 
Revelations of wrong doing by the heads of the great insurance companies 
have continued (see last Record, p. 755). On February 22 the Armstrong 
investigating committee sent in its report to the legislature. The report 
recommended legislation prohibiting syndicate operations on the part of 
insurance officials, the limiting of new insurance by any company to $150,- 
000,000 per year, added restrictions upon the nature of investments, annual 
distribution of surplus to be applied to the reduction of premiums, prohibi- 
tion of political contributions and similar measures. Several bills in line 
with these recommendations have already been passed ; one of these bills 
forbids corporations to make contributions to a political party. There have 
been many changes in the management of some of the companies, and in 
some cases the officials have made partial restitution. George W. Perkins 
of the New York Life, Frederick A. Burnham of the Mutual Reserve Life 
and others have been arrested on charges of larceny. — A special session of 
the Pennsylvania legislature has passed a number of excellent acts includ- 
ing a repeal of certain * ' ripper ' ' legislation, a corrupt practices act, a per- 
sonal registration act and a civil service act for Philadelphia. — The Ohio 
legislature in March passed a bill fixing a penalty not to exceed $200 or six 
months in jail, or both, for students guilty of hazing or teachers or super- 
intendents of schools permitting hazing. The same legislature also enacted 
a law fixing a passenger rate of two cents per mile on all railroads. — The 
Rhode Island Senate on April 5 passed a bill allowing women to partici- 
pate in the choice of presidential electors. — In 'Wisconsin the attempt ot 
the La Follette party to amend the primary election law in such a way as 
to enable a voter to express his second as well as his first choice for a can- 
didate for office was defeated by the lower house on December 12. 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. — On April 3 the people of Chicago by a ma- 
jority of 3,837 declared for municipal ownership of the street railways, but 
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in the same election refused by a majority of 10,651 to accept the principle 
of municipal operation. The question of issuing $75, 000,000 of so-called 
Mueller law certificates was answered in the affirmative. — In Milwaukee a 
mayoralty election resulted in an unexpected victory for the Republican 
candidate, Sherman M. Becker, over Mayor Rose. A feature of the elec- 
tion was a decided falling off in the Socialist vote. — The application of 
Mr. Hearst, one of the defeated candidates in the New York city muni- 
cipal election of November, for a recount of the votes was refused on 
appeal by the court of appeals on December 13. Attempts to induce the 
legislature to authorize a recount were likewise fruitless. A law reducing 
the rate on gas in New York city from $1 to $.80 per thousand feet has 
been enacted and will go into effect May 1. In December the Interbor- 
ough Rapid Transit Company, through August Belmont and Company, 
purchased all the interest of Thomas F. Ryan and his associates in the 
Metropolitan Securities Company and the Metropolitan Street Railway, 
thereby merging into one concern all the traction lines in Manhattan, in- 
cluding the subway, the elevated and the surface lines. — In January Israel 
Durham, one of the political bosses overthrown in November, retired from 
the Republican leadership in Philadelphia, and was succeeded by John M. 
Mack. Mayor Weaver has continued his career of reform. — In Seattle a 
municipal ownership candidate on a municipal ownership platform was 
elected mayor on March 7. 

THE THUST PROBLEM. — In February Congress passed a joint reso- 
lution instructing the Interstate Commerce Commission to make examina- 
tions into the subject of railroad discriminations and monopolies in coal and 
oil. The president signed the resolution, but on March 7 transmitted to 
Congress a message in which he stated that he had done so with hesitation, 
partly because he feared such an investigation would do no good, partly 
because an investigation was already being conducted by the depart- 
ment of commerce and labor and partly because the investigation, if thor- 
oughly and effectively conducted, would result in giving immunity from 
criminal prosecution to all persons who should be called, sworn and con- 
strained by compulsory process of law to testify as witnesses. An ex- 
tremely important principle was laid down on March 12 by the United 
States supreme court in deciding a case against the Tobacco Trust. The 
court held that the principle that " no man can incriminate himself" does 
not mean that an individual witness shall be excused from testifying against 
the corporation of which he is an employee or the officers thereof. Under 
this interpretation of the law it will now be possible to force trust employees 
and officials to produce books, papers, contracts, secret agreements and 
anything for which the court may call. By a decision of Judge Humphrey 
of the United States district court at Chicago in the Beef Trust cases all the 
individual defendants were discharged on the ground that they were en- 
titled to immunity because Commissioner Garfield, of the bureau of corpo- 
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rations, had procured from them information as to their business and the 
matters covered in the indictments. In a special message to Congress on 
April 17 the president referred to the decision as coming "measurably near 
making the law a farce ' ' and recommended that Congress pass a declara- 
tory act stating the real meaning of the existing legislation regarding im- 
munity and an act giving to the government the same right of appeal in 
criminal cases that the defendant has on questions of law. 

LABOR AND CAPITAL. — On January 2 the chorus of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera House, having recently become members of a union, repudiated 
their contracts and demanded higher wages and recognition of their union. 
This novel strike was soon brought to an end by compromise. — On January 
2 a strike, the chief center of which was in New York city, was begun by 
the International Typographical Union, which demanded an eight-hour day 
and the closing of the shops against non-union men. Arrayed against the 
strikers was the United Typothetae, a well organized combination of employ- 
ers. The strike resulted in no definite victory for either side ; for while 
many firms conceded the demands of the strikers, others were successful in 
either filling the places of the strikers or inducing them to return to work 
without granting any or all of their demands. — In the course of a strike in 
New York city of structural iron workers dynamite was several times used 
by the strikers against firms employing non-union men. One of the men 
concerned in an attempt of this kind on February 24 later confessed and 
implicated members of the union. — On December 30 ex-Governor Steun- 
berg, who some years ago was active in prosecuting lawless miners of the 
Coeur d'Alene, was blown up by a bomb at his home at Caldwell, Idaho. 
A detective who years ago was instrumental in convicting the "Molly 
Maguires" secured the arrest of a man named Harry Orchard, who con- 
fessed that he had not only been guilty of this crime but that he had also 
been connected with twenty-five other murders of persons hostile to the 
miners' unions. He asserted that these crimes were committed at the 
instigation of the Western Federation of Miners. His confession was partly 
borne out by the fact that a concealed bomb, mentioned by him, was found 
at the gate of Supreme Court Justice Goddard at Denver. President Moyer, 
Secretary Haywood and other officers of the Western Federation of Miners 
have been arrested. — Early in February it was announced that a joint con- 
ference of soft-coal miners and operators which had been in session at 
Indianapolis had been unable to reach an agreement and that a general 
strike would probably take place on April 1 , the date of the expiration of the 
then existing agreement. The demands presented by the miners were for an 
advance of five and one-half per cent in wages. About the same time the 
anthracite workers, whose agreement likewise was to expire with the end of 
March, presented to their employers demands for an advance of ten per 
cent in wages, together with an eight-hour day and a formal recognition of 
their union. The prospect of a strike on the part of the miners caused 



No. 2 J RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 367- 

widespread apprehension. On February 24 President Roosevelt addressed 
a letter to Mr. Francis L. Robbins, president of the Pittsburg Coal Com- 
pany, and to Mr. John Mitchell, president of the United Mine Workers, 
urging that a further effort to avert the strike ought to be made. About the 
same time the United States Steel Corporation and several railroads brought 
pressure to bear on the soft-coal operators in order to induce them to make 
concessions. Partly as a result of these various influences, a second con- 
ference of the soft-coal men met at Indianapolis on March 19, but this con- 
ference produced no definite results, owing in part to differences among the 
operators. Many individual operators, however, granted the demands of 
their employees. Negotiations between the anthracite operators and their 
employees failed completely. On April 1, therefore, practically all the 
anthracite workers and many of the soft-coal workers quit work. The strike 
involves miners in fifteen states. Several attempts to arrive at an under- 
standing have been made since the strike began, but thus far without suc- 
cess. — On April 16 a strike of about 4,000 linemen and other electrical 
employees of the Southern Bell Telephone Company began in Virginia, 
North Carolina and five other Southern states. — In January the appellate 
division of the New York supreme court in the district of New York city 
held unconstitutional a law making it a penal offence for an employer of 
labor to compel an employee to enter into an agreement not to join a labor 
union. 

THE RACE PROBLEM AND LTNCHING.— According to figures fur- 
nished by the Chicago Tribune, the total number of persons lynched in the 
United States during the period from November 1 to April 21 is twenty-one, 
all of whom were colored. All the actual lynchings occurred south of 
Mason and Dixon's line, although race riots occurred at several places in 
the North. — Chattanooga, Tennessee, has been one of the chief centers for 
this kind of disturbance. On January 26 a mob estimated at from 3,000 to 
4,000 men made an effort to break into the county jail and take away two 
negroes, supposed to be within, charged with attacking white girls. One 
side of the jail was badly wrecked, but the sheriff and police managed to 
hold the mob at bay until a company of militia arrived and dispersed it. 
On March 19 a mob in the same town broke into the jail and lynched a 
negro named Johnson, who had been convicted of rape by a state court, 
but who, on the ground that he had not had a fair trial, had been granted 
an appeal by the United States supreme court. The circumstances of the 
case aroused unusual interest, and it is thought that the supreme court will 
vigorously attempt to punish the persons who defied its authority. On 
March 26 threats were again made to take a negro named Wilson, who was 
accused of murder, from the Chattanooga jail, but such a show of force was 
made by the sheriff that the mob was overawed. — The town of Springfield, 
Ohio, was again disgraced on February 27, 28, and March 1 by an outbreak 
of race hatred. The occasion of the outbreak was a quarrel between a rail- 
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way brakeman named Martin Davis and two negroes, as a result of which 
the brakeman was fatally shot and one of the negroes was badly wounded. 
The negroes were arrested ; and, to save them from lynching, the authori- 
ties took them to another town. A mob nevertheless collected and pro- 
ceeded to the negro quarter, where they burned several houses and mal- 
treated many innocent negroes. The local militia companies were called 
out but were slow in obeying and, when they did appear, were unable 
entirely to suppress the disturbance. Other companies were sent to Spring- 
field, yet rioting continued for two days. Several more houses were burned 
and several persons injured. — On March 16 a mob of about 500 persons 
twice attempted to gain entrance to the county jail at Omaha, Nebraska, 
for the purpose of lynching eight murderers, some of them colored, who 
were supposed to be confined there ; but the sheriff made a determined re- 
sistance, and both attempts failed. — At Crescent, Louisiana, a negro named 
Carr was lynched on March 17 for having stolen a cow. — On the night of 
March 14-1 5 a mob broke into the jail at Springfield, Missouri, and lynched 
three negroes, two of whom were accused of rape, and the third of murder. 
It is generally believed that two and perhaps all the prisoners were entirely 
innocent. All but six out of more than fifty prisoners in the jail are said to 
have escaped as a result of the affair. Governor Folk has announced a de- 
termination to secure the punishment of the mob and has offered a reward 
for evidence. — On December 12 the federal supreme court declined to en- 
tertain an appeal of Thomas W. Riggin from the refusal of the federal court 
in Alabama to release him by writ of habeas corpus from arrest on a charge 
that by lynching a negro named Horace Maples he and others had entered 
into a conspiracy to deprive the negro of his right to trial by jury. This 
case is the first attempt to punish the crime of lynching under federal law. 
— Considerable race antagonism was aroused during the winter by the per- 
formance in various parts of the country of a play called The Clansman, 
which purported to give a picture of negro rule in Reconstruction times. — 
The twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of Tuskegee Institute was cele- 
brated early in April. Many eminent educators were present. 

III. LATIN AMERICA. 
In January the government of Argentina withdrew its proclamation of 
martial law which had been issued in October as a result of numerous 
strikes. On March 12 President Quintana died and was succeeded by Vice- 
President Figueroa. The ministry resigned, and on the 1 5th a new min- 
istry under Quirno Costa took office. — On January 22 the Brazilian cruiser 
' ' Aquidaban ' ' was blown up by an accidental explosion of her magazine, 
and 223 of her crew were killed. On March 1 Dr. A. M. Penna, the vice- 
president, was chosen president of the republic. — In March a loan of $18,- 
500,000 for the construction of drainage systems in various towns was floated 
in New York and Berlin by the government of Chili. The ministry re- 
signed on March 15, and a new one was later formed with Sefior Jose Gut- 
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ierrez as premier and minister of the interior. — In the secondary election 
which took place on April 1 Cleto Gonzalez Viquez was elected president 
of Costa Rica. — In Colombia a conspiracy against the Reyes government 
was discovered on December 21 and the conspirators were arrested. On 
February 10 an unsuccessful attempt was made to assassinate the president. 
— During the presidential campaign in Cuba the Liberals, who supported 
Governor Gomez, asserted that the government was using illegal means and 
intimidation to carry the election, but the charge does not appear to have 
been well founded. In the election, which took place on December 1, the 
Conservatives won a sweeping victory ; and in the electoral college, which 
met on March 19, President Palma was reelected unanimously. — In Ecua- 
dor a revolt against the Garcia government and in favor of the former pres- 
ident, General Alfaro, broke out on New Year's night. The government 
at first gained some victories, but the revolutionists were ultimately success- 
ful and Alfaro was declared president. — On December 10 the Congress of 
Paraguay deposed President Gaona and chose Senor Don Cecilio Baez as 
provisional president.. — As a result of the opposition to his policies displayed 
by his cabinet, President Morales of Santo Domingo left the capital late in 
December, and the cabinet put Vice-President Caceres in his place. Troops 
were sent after Morales, and, after some fighting in which his forces were 
worsted, the ex-president, who had broken his leg in a fall, took refuge on 
January 1 1 at the United States legation at Santo Domingo city. In a 
message to Congress on February 27 President Caceres recommended a 
revision of the constitution, the improvement of the ports and of public 
roads, the enactment of laws benefitting agriculture, and declared himself 
in favor of the treaty with the United States. — Early in March 200 leaders 
of the Nationalist party in Uruguay were arrested. — On April 9 General 
Castro, president of Venezuela, resigned his position temporarily into the 
hands of Juan Vincente Gomez, and stated that should his temporary retire- 
ment bring harmony and good will to the country he would make it perma- 
nent. It is not believed, however, that he has any intention of relinquishing 
power. (See also American International Relations, supra.) 

IV BRITISH AMERICA AND AUSTRALASIA. 
In Canada the first provincial election in the new province of Saskatche- 
wan took place on December 13 and resulted in a sweeping Liberal victory. 
— The first session of the legislature of Alberta was held at Edmonton on 
March 15. The governor, Mr. Bulyea, said that the first laws to be enacted 
would be for the organization of the province on proper constitutional lines 
and the establishment of a university. — On January 16 the formal control 
of the fortifications of Halifax were taken over by the Canadian govern- 
ment. — In Australia the Commonwealth Parliament in December passed 
a law amending the former immigration law in favor of travellers from 
India and Japan. — In West Australia the parliamentary elections resulted 
in the return of 34 Ministerialists, 13 Labor members and 1 Independent 
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Labor member. — On December 6 the election in New Zealand resulted in 
an overwhelming victory for the Seddon ministry. — Lord Chelmsford, the 
new governor of Queensland, reached Brisbane on November 30. — In 
December the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales adopted a reso- 
lution expressing dissatisfaction at the treatment of the state by the federal 
government as regards the federal capital. A bill for establishing the cap- 
ital at Dalgetty, New South Wales, was soon afterwards introduced in the 
federal Parliament. — A conference of Australian premiers began at Sydney 
on April 5. 

V. EUROPE. 
ENGLAND. — On December 4 Mr. Arthur Balfour, the prime minister, 
tendered to the king the resignation of the Conservative-Unionist ministry. 
His motives for doing so before he had been defeated in the Commons have 
been variously interpreted, but it is probable that his action was partly due 
to dissensions arising out of the Chamberlain program and partly to a desire 
to resign before a new election and thereby force the Liberals to face the 
disadvantage of taking office before the dissolution. — The king soon after 
sent for Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, and on December 5 Sir Henry 
undertook the task of forming a new ministry. This task he performed 
with remarkable success. His minstry included the following : Sir Edward 
Grey, secretary of state ; Herbert J. Gladstone, secretary of state for home 
affairs ; John Morley, secretary of state for India ; James Bryce, chief secre- 
tary for Ireland ; Mr. Haldane, secretary of war ; the Earl of Elgin, secre- 
tary for the colonies ; and the noted labor leader, Mr. John Burns, president 
of the local government board. Following the usual custom, Sir Henry 
himself took the position of first lord of the treasury. Mr. Winston 
Churchill was made under secretary for the colonies. — The new ministry, 
being without a majority in the Commons, decided upon an early appeal to 
the country. On January 8 the House of Commons was dissolved, and a 
new election was ordered. The main issue was that of fiscal reform, al- 
though Mr. Balfour and his followers made strenuous efforts to conjure 
up the spectre of home rule. The advocates of the Chamberlain program 
urged the great advantages which would inure to the empire if a preferen- 
tial tariff policy should be adopted, and dwelt on the fact that because Eng- 
land was a free-trade country she was frequently at a great disadvantage in 
securing commercial treaties with such countries as Germany and the 
United States, which, having secured control of their home markets by 
means of high tariffs, were in a position to " dump " their surplus products 
upon British and other markets at extremely low prices. The Liberals 
pointed to the unbounded prosperity of Great Britain during half a century 
of free trade ; declared that the measures proposed by the revisionists 
would increase the cost of living and would bear most heavily on working- 
men ; and urged that it would, in reality, be a great misfortune to the 
empire if the imperial tie should come to be associated with an increase in 
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the price of bread. — The elections, which began on January 1 2, resulted 
in a sweeping victory for the Liberals. Mr. Chamberlain and seven 
Unionist candidates were returned by Birmingham ; but Mr. Balfour was 
defeated in the borough of East Manchester, though he was later returned 
by a London constituency. A large number of the other members of the 
former ministry likewise suffered defeat. When Parliament met on Feb- 
ruary 13, the House of Commons consisted (with a few constituencies yet 
to be polled) of 429 Liberals (including 54 Laborites, of whom 33 were 
pledged to independent labor legislation), 157 Unionists and 83 National- 
ists. One of the most notable features of the contest was the number of 
Labor candidates returned. — The king opened the new Parliament in per- 
son on February 13. In his speech from the throne he announced that 
responsible government would be granted to the Transvaal and to the 
Orange River Colony ; that measures would be taken for improving the 
government of Ireland and ' ' associating the people with the conduct of 
Irish affairs ; ' ' that the educational laws would be amended ; that there 
would be legislation dealing with trade disputes, the compensation of work- 
ingmen, the unemployed, commercial corruption and to prevent plural 
voting at elections. Acts dealing with some of these subjects have already 
been passed, and bills embodying others are now being considered. On 
March 9 the House of Commons adopted a resolution to the effect that 
members ought to be paid ,£300 per year. Three days later the Commons, 
by a vote of 474 to 98, announced a determination "to resist any proposal, 
whether by way of taxation upon foreign corn or of the creation of a general 
tariff upon foreign goods, to create in this country a system of protection." 
One of the most debated subjects has been that of Chinese labor in the 
mines of the Transvaal (see Asia and Africa, infra). 

FRANCE. — Aside from the negotiations regarding Morocco and the con- 
sequent strained relations with Germany (see International Relations, 
supra), the most important events in French history during the last six 
months have been the election of a new president, the separation of church 
and state and the fall of the Rouvier ministry. The chief candidates for 
presidential honors were M. Paul Doumer, president of the chamber of 
deputies, and Clement Armand Fallieres, president of the senate. The 
election took place without any disturbance at Versailles on January 1 7 and 
resulted in the choice of M. Fallieres by a vote of 449 to 371. The presi- 
dent-elect, who is described as being much like M. Loubet and who enjoys 
a high reputation for good judgment, tact and probity, was formally inaugu- 
rated on February 18, and retained the Rouvier ministry without change. 
The Briand bill (see last Record, p. 765) defining the conditions of the 
separation of church and state and fixing the new regime under which the 
religious bodies are henceforth to enjoy an independent existence, was 
passed by the Senate on December 6 without amendment. The taking of 
inventories of church property required by the law met with great opposi- 



372 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vot. XXI 

tion in some of the provinces and even in Paris. At the church of Ste. 
Clothilde in Paris the officials, although assisted by the police and even by 
troops, were violently resisted by a mob of parishioners ; and many persons 
on both sides were injured. Similar scenes occurred on the following day 
at the fashionable church of St. Pierre-du-Gros Caillou. Among those re- 
sisting were General Baron Rebillot, the Marquise de MacMahon, Baroness 
Reille and the Abbe Mayol de Lupe\ At Saint Sigolene in the department 
of Haute Loire later in the month the threatening attitude of a crowd armed 
with scythes and red-hot bars of iron prevented the officials from perform- 
ing their duty. Serious rioting occurred early in March in several of the 
provincial towns ; at Boeschope, near Dunkirk, a manifestant was shot 
dead and the government commissioner was wounded. — One result of the 
religious troubles was the downfall of the Rouvier ministry. Although the 
senatorial elections early in January had been favorable to the ministry, a 
debate on March 7 in the Chamber of Deputies resulted in an unexpected 
combination against the government, and it was defeated by a vote of 267 
to 234. M. Rouvier at once resigned. His resignation came at a critical 
time in the Algeciras negotiations and there was considerable anxiety lest 
Germany might take advantage of the crisis. After some delay a new min- 
istry was formed by M. Sarrien. Among those who accepted positions 
under him were M. Clemencau, minister of the interior, M. Bourgeois, min- 
ister of foreign affairs, M. Etienne, minister of war, and M. Briand, minister 
of public instruction and worship. The new ministry decided to follow the 
foreign policy of its predecessor and to enforce the Separation law, although 
M. Sarrien announced that he did not believe that the counting of church 
candlesticks was worth a single human life. — The deficit for the present 
year is estimated at 511,400,000. M. Fallieres was succeeded as president 
of the Senate by M. Antonin Dubost. On March 10 the most terrible min- 
ing disaster on record occurred in the Courrieres district of Pas^de-Calais ; 
about 1 ico persons are reported to have lost their lives. As a protest 
against the management of the mines a miners' strike involving on March 
16 about 30,000 men took place. The strike spread to other lines of work; 
dynamite outrages occurred at various places, and apprehensions of a gen- 
eral uprising on May I led the government to adopt repressive measures. 

GERMANY. — The imperial Reichstag was opened by the emperor on 
November 28. In his speech the emperor welcomed Japan into the ranks 
of the great powers, expressed sympathy with the Russians in rearranging 
their domestic affairs, complained that there was a continued misconception 
abroad concerning Germany's intentions and stated that, although arrange- 
ments had been made for a Moroccan conference, the signs of the times were 
such that the nation must strengthen its defences and particularly its navy. 
The imperial estimates for the year were |6oo,ooo,ooo. To increase the 
revenue it was proposed to levy death duties on inheritances on a scale 
ranging from 4 per cent to 20 per cent in accordance with the degree of 



No. 2] RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 373 

relationship of the heir and the value of the inheritance. Another proposal 
was for increased customs duties on imported beer and tobacco. A bill for 
prolonging the provisional commercial agreement with England passed the 
Reichstag on December 15, and on February 22 a measure granting most- 
favored-nation tariff rates to the United States until June 30, 1907, was also 
passed. On March 6 the appropriations committee approved a measure 
authorizing the construction of six additional armored cruisers and the in- 
creasing to 18,000 tons displacement of two battleships which were about 
to be laid down. This change in tonnage was due to the launching in 
England of the monster battleship ' * Dreadnought. ' ' On March 30 the 
Reichstag approved the emperor's long contemplated project of raising the 
colonial bureau of the foreign office to a ministry of the colonies. A bill 
providing for the payment of the members of the Reichstag was approved 
by the Federal Council in April, and was then submitted to the Reichstag.— 
The Prussian Diet was reopened on December 5. The royal speech was 
read by Prince Bulow. Among the legislative proposals which he announced 
would be submitted were bills for raising the house-rent allowance for the 
lower classes of officials, for railway extension, for a more equitable distri- 
bution of the income tax, for settling the maintenance of national schools 
and for a partial redistribution of seats in the Diet. The most remarkable 
feature of the speech was a concluding exhortation to the German element 
in the Polish districts to be mindful of their national obligations and not 
allow land to pass from German into Polish hands. — During the winter 
there was considerable agitation in various parts of the empire, particularly 
in Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony and Baden, for electoral reform. On January 
21 ninety-three meetings for protesting against the injustice of the three- 
class electoral system, which in Prussia practically disfranchises about 
1,750,000 Social Democrats, were held in and about Berlin. At Hamburg 
a bill to limit further the suffrage provoked a serious riot but the bill was 
nevertheless passed by the Burgerschaft. — Other German events of some 
importance have been the appointment of Lieutenant-General Count von 
Moltke, nephew of the celebrated field-marshall, as chief of the general 
staff ; the decision of Berlin and eight suburban towns to own and operate 
the street railways ; and the publication of the results of the new census, 
which showed a population of 60,605,183, a net increase of 4,238,005 
since 1900. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. — As a result of popular demonstrations in favor 
of universal suffrage Baron Gautsch, the Austrian premier, on November 1 1 
stated that the government was preparing a franchise reform bill "on a 
modern basis and such as to satisfy the needs of the times." The Reichs- 
rath reassembled on November 28, and Baron Gautsch announced that as 
soon as the house had disposed of certain pressing measures such a bill 
would be introduced. On the same day demonstrations in favor of the 
movement, in which from 200,000 to 300,000 persons participated, took 
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place in Vienna and smaller meetings occurred in other towns. On Feb- 
ruary 23 Baron Gautsch introduced a bill sweeping away the curia system 
and placing all elections on the same footing except where racial consider- 
ations necessitated a special arrangement. The number of seats were to 
be increased from 425 to 455. Every male citizen who has completed his 
twenty-fourth year and is not under legal disabilities is to be allowed to vote 
after residing one year in the electoral district. The bill met with much op- 
position from the Pan-Germans, who realized that it would decrease their in- 
fluence ; opposition to it was particularly strong in the upper chamber. — The 
Hungarian premier, Baron Fejervary, on October 29 announced a program 
including a large extension of the suffrage and numerous other progressive 
measures. The obstruction tactics of the Coalition were continued ; and 
on December 20, finding himself practically powerless to accomplish any- 
thing, the premier tendered his resignation, but the king refused to receive 
it. Early in January the government undertook on its own responsibility to 
countersign the royal ratification of the commercial treaties with Austria, 
which all parties in Hungary admitted were indispensable, but which the 
parliamentary majority was not prepared to sanction. Early in February 
futile interviews occurred between the Coalition leaders and the king. On 
February 19, because the opposition refused to take office but persistently 
blocked legislation, a royal rescript dissolving the Parliament was read by 
a military officer representing General Nyiri, the royal commissioner. As 
threats had been made that the order would be disobeyed, troops were on 
hand to enforce it. A reaction in favor of the government now set in, and 
aggressive measures were adopted against the Coalition. As a result, that 
party modified its demands and on April 6 consented to a compromise. 
Premier Fejervary thereupon resigned and Alexander Wekerle undertook 
the formation of a new ministry composed of leaders of the Coalition. 

ITALY.— One of the first bills introduced in the Chamber of Deputies 
when that body reassembled on November 28 provided for relieving the 
distress in Calabria by constructing railways and roads. A new modus 
vivendi with Spain, to take the place of that of 1892, was announced soon 
after ; but, partly because it made no reserve in favor of Italian wines and 
partly because of mere obstruction, the arrangement was on December 16 
rejected by the Chamber by a vote of 277 to 144. Signor Fortis thereupon 
tendered his resignation, but the king reserved his decision and ultimately 
prevailed upon the premier to form a new ministry, the composition of 
which leaned decidedly to the Left. The reconstructed ministry was, how- 
ever, accused of having strong clerical sympathies ; and, for this and other 
reasons, on February 1, after a long and violent debate over the govern- 
ment's program, a vote of confidence was lost by 221 to 188. Fortis again 
tendered his resignation ; it was accepted, and Baron Sidney Sonnino, the 
eminent minister of finance under Crispi, formed a ministry, in which 
Count Guicciardini took the department of foreign affairs and Signor Luz- 
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zatti, the former premier, the department of the treasury. The new premier 
began his administration by issuing orders allowing complete freedom of 
the press. — The first passenger train passed through the Simplon tunnel on 
January 25. — Early in April occurred an eruption of Vesuvius which is re- 
ported to have been one of the most violent since the time of the destruc- 
tion of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Many villages and towns were de- 
stroyed, many hundreds of persons lost their lives, and a number estimated 
at 150,000 were forced to flee from their homes. — On December 11 the 
pope held a secret consistory and announced his intention of creating four 
new cardinals. 

RUSSIA. — On October 2 1 an organized strike for political purposes be- 
gan on the Russian railways, and the railway employees were joined by 
vast numbers of industrial workers until it was estimated that over one mil- 
lion men were engaged in the movement. Although the czar on October 
30 (see last Record, p. 769) issued a new charter of liberties and called 
Count Witte to the head of a responsible ministry, these concessions did 
not satisfy the strikers, fhey demanded "the immediate convocation of a 
constituent assembly elected by the universal, equal and direct suffrages 01 
all adult citizens, without distinction of creed or nationality, and the pro- 
vision of all guarantees of civic freedom." Anarchy reigned over the 
whole country. At Odessa more than five thousand people are said to 
have been killed or wounded, while terrible riots occurred at Kazan, Tiflis 
and elsewhere. At Kieff, Kishineff, Rostoff, Kherson and other towns 
horrible massacres of the Jews took place, unchecked by the authorities 
and perhaps in some cases even instigated by them for reactionary pur- 
poses. On November 9 a mutiny broke out among the sailors at Kron- 
stadt, and a few days later another among both sailors and soldiers at 
Vladivostok, but both were suppiessed. Commotions in Poland looking 
to the restoration of independence led to the proclamation of martial law in 
that country. On November 20 the strike was ended by order of the Cen- 
tral Labor Committee, but the workingmen were urged to further the 
revolutionary propaganda and to prepare themselves for ' ' the last general 
encounter of all Russia with bloody monarchy now living in its last days. ' ' 
On November 19 a Zemstvo congress met at Moscow and on November 
23 it passed a resolution demanding universal direct suffrage and the call- 
ing of a constituent assembly. The congress displayed a lack of confidence 
in the Witte ministry and advised Zemstvo representatives not to accept 
office under it. — The revolutionary movement now entered upon its most 
acute phase. On November 24 a combined strike and mutiny began at 
Sebastopol. The revolutionists captured the city, shot Admiral Pisarevsky 
and for some days controlled affairs almost completely. The government, 
however, dispatched overwhelming forces to the seat of the trouble; the 
rebel trenches were stormed ; the ships were retaken ; and many of the 
rebels were executed. Less important outbreaks occurred about the same 
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time at Kronstadt, Vladivostok and elsewhere. In December Lithuania 
and other regions around the Baltic were in open revolt ; the Caucasus was 
in a flame of revolution ; an outbreak occurred at Irkutsk ; a new strike 
began; assassinations and attempted assassinations were everywhere com- 
mon. One of the chief struggles took place in Moscow. For several days 
the rebels controlled a large part of the city ; but after frightful barricade 
fighting, in which hundreds of men, women and children are reported to 
have lost their lives, order was gradually restored. — With the triumph of 
the government it was prophesied that a policy of thoroughgoing reaction 
would set in and that, temporarily at least, the concessions would go for 
naught. But, though thousands of arrests were made and hundreds of 
revolutionists were put to death, the czar did not give up the idea of con- 
voking an assembly. On December 26 a more liberal electoral law was 
promulgated, which granted the suffrage to workmen in factories and mills, 
to every owner of real estate paying taxes, to persons conducting inde- 
pendent enterprises, such as shopkeepers, and to other classes. At the 
same time it was announced that the question of universal suffrage would 
be left to the Duma. Early in January registration for the election began. 
Charges were made that the minister of the interior, Durnovo, was seeking 
to control the election in the interests of reaction by arresting popular 
leaders and by repressing political assemblages; for this and other reasons 
the Revolutionary Socialists refused to register, but later changed their 
attitude. To make possible a full registration, the time originally granted 
was extended. — On March 5 an imperial manifesto elaborated the plan for 
the new assembly. Both the Duma and the Council of Empire, which 
latter will consist in future of an equal number of elected members and 
of members nominated by the czar, will be convoked and prorogued 
annually by imperial ukase. Each will have equal legislative powers 
and can exercise the same initiative in introducing bills and the same 
right of addressing questions to ministers. Every measure passed by 
the two must be sanctioned by the czar and, as was announced some 
weeks later, must be published by the Senate. If during the suspension of 
the sittings of the Duma extraordinary circumstances shall arise that call 
for legislative action, the council of ministers may lay the matter be- 
fore the czar for immediate decision. Such matter must not, however, 
involve any change in the fundamental laws of the empire, the regulations 
governing the proceedings of the Council of the Empire and the Duma or 
the regulations regarding the proceedings or the election of these bodies : 
and such a measure lapses if not embodied in an act within two months 
after the assembling of the Duma. — Ukases published simultaneously with 
the manifesto promulgated the laws relating to the new constitutions of the 
Council of the Empire and of the Duma. The elective members of the 
Council will hold office for nine years, a third of the number being elected 
every three years. Each assembly of the Zemstvo of each government will 
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elect one member. Six members will be returned by the Synod of the 
orthodox church, six by the representatives of the Academy of Sciences and 
the universities, twelve by the representatives of the chamber of commerce 
and of industry, eighteen by the representatives of the nobility and six by 
the representatives of the landed proprietors of Poland, assembled in con- 
gress at Warsaw. The congress of the representatives of the Academy of 
Sciences, the nobility and the commercial and industrial communities, for 
the election of their members to the Council of Empire, will meet in St. 
Petersburg. In those provinces of European Russia which have no Zemstvo, 
a congress of the representatives of the landed proprietors will assemble in 
the chief town of their province to elect one member for each province to 
the Council of Empire. — All members of the Council must have attained 
their fortieth year and must have an academic degree. The president and 
vice-president will be appointed by the czar. The elective members of the 
Council will receive an honorarium of twenty-five rubles a day during the 
session. The sittings of both the Duma and of the Council of the Empire 
will be made public. Ministers will be eligible for the Duma and, in the 
capacity of elected members, qualified to vote. — Laws voted by the two 
houses will be submitted for the imperial sanction. The members of both 
bodies will have the privilege of personal immunity during the session and 
will be liable for arrest only with the consent of the body to which they 
belong, except for certain flagrant offences, or offences committed in the 
exercise of their duties. — Despite the use of the most outrageous methods 
by the reactionists, the elections to the Duma resulted in a sweeping 
victory for the Constitutional Democrats. — The first session of the Parlia- 
ment will be held May 10. — On November 17 a manifesto was issued to the 
effect that the payments made by peasants for the use of lands would be 
reduced by one-half from January 1, 1906, and that they would be entirely 
abolished from January 14, 1907. — In Finland, as a result of a more or 
less passive rebellion which suspended all communication and paralyzed 
business, the czar on November 4 repealed many harsh ordinances, ad- 
mitted the responsibility of the secretary of state to the Diet, convened a 
special session of the Diet to prepare laws granting freedom of speech, of 
the press, of public meeting and of association, and for the establishment of 
a national assembly based on universal suffrage. Prince Obolensky re- 
signed the governor-generalcy, and on November 30 a constitutional sen- 
ate was appointed. 

MOTOR EUROPEAN STATES. — The vote on the question of offering 
the Norwegian throne to Prince Charles of Denmark (see last Record, p. 
772) was taken on November 13, and the question was decided in the af- 
firmative by 259,936 to 67,554. On November 26 the Storthing elected 
him unanimously. Prince Charles accepted the throne thus tendered, chose 
the name of Haakon VII, and on November 25, with his wife, the Princess 
Maud, daughter of Edward VII, and their little son, made his entry into 
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Christiania. Two days later he took the oath of office. — A new Swedish. 
ministry, the first on purely liberal parliamentary lines in the history of the 
country, took office on November 7. The Parliament was opened on Janu- 
ary 15. In his speech from the throne the king informed the Riksdag that 
bills would be presented during the session for extending the franchise for 
elections to the second chamber, for remodeling the system of defence, for 
reorganizing the diplomatic and consular service and for improving the con- 
dition of the working classes. The electoral measure, as later elaborated, 
provides for what is practically manhood suffrage and for a new delimita- 
tion of electoral districts every nine years. 65 of the members of the 
Riksdag are to be returned from the towns and 165 from the country. — 
King Christian IX of Denmark, died suddenly on January 29 at the age of 
88 years. His death caused universal regret among his subjects and threw 
most of the European courts into mourning. On January 30 his son was 
proclaimed as Frederick VIII. — M. Forrer of the Radical Left was elected 
president of the Swiss Confederation in December. — On December 1 
Sefior Rios, the Spanish premier, found it necessary to tender his resigna- 
tion, and Sefior Moret was entrusted with the task of forming a new ministry. 
Serious disturbances took place at Barcelona in the course of the winter, 
and the constitutional guaranties were for a time suspended. In Febru- 
ary the betrothal of King Alfonso to Princess Victoria Eugenie, daughter 
of Prince Henry of Battenberg, was announced. The princess, who 
was a Protestant, has changed her religion. — The Portuguese premier, 
Senhor Luciano de Castro, reconstructed his ministry in December. In 
opening the Cortes on February 1 King Carlos announced that the govern- 
ment would soon submit a commercial treaty with Switzerland and said that 
similar treaties were pending with France, Germany, Great Britain and 
Italy. He also urged the development and extension of certain colonial 
railways. In March a new ministry was formed by Senhor Hintze Ribeiro. — 
Early in November Prince Nicholas of Montenegro issued a manifesto an- 
nouncing the establishment of a representative assembly. The elections 
were held on November 27 and the assembly met on December 16. In a 
speech from the throne on the 18th the prince proclaimed a liberal consti- 
tution and declared a constitutional monarchy. — In Greece the Ralli minis- 
try resigned late in December, and a new one was formed by M. Theotokis. 
The elections on April 8 resulted in the return of 120 Theotokists, 42 Ral- 
lists, seven Zaimists and eight independents. — A new ministry under Sava 
Grouitch took office in Servia on March 13. — Despite the concession by 
the sultan of Turkey of an international board of financial control, Mace- 
donia has continued to be the scene of frequent disturbances. — In Novem- 
ber the insurgents in Crete were called upon to give up their arms, and many 
did so. On the 24th Prince George issued a proclamation of amnesty. 

VI. ASIA AND AFRICA. 
The revolt of the Arabs in Yemen still continues. The Turkish troops 
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have suffered several reverses. — As a result of protests by a thousand mer- 
chants and mullahs, the shah of Persia promised to establish a representa- 
tive assembly. The assembly is to be elected by mullahs, merchants and 
landowners, and is to be under the presidency of the shah. It will be called 
"the House of Justice," and will possess both legislative and administrative 
powers. Equality for all under the law is to be proclaimed and all favorit- 
ism is to be abolished. Early in April about twenty foreigners, mostly 
Armenians, were killed in an anti-foreign outbreak at Meshed. — The Prince 
and Princess of Wales landed at Bombay on November 9 and began an 
extended tour through India. Lord Minto, the new viceroy, reached Bom- 
bay on December 18. The decision announced by John Morley, secretary 
of state for India, upon the questions at issue between Lord Kitchener and 
the civil government was on the whole, favorable to the former. — In China 
numerous anti-foreign outbreaks (see International relations, supra) 
have occurred, and there have been many signs of a spirit of " China for 
the Chinese." Considerable progress has been made toward establishing 
and drilling a modern army. Toward the end of the year two commissions 
left China for the purpose of studying the political, social and industrial 
institutions of the United States and Europe. — On November 18 the Korean 
government acceded to the Japanese demand that the diplomatic affairs of 
Korea should be transferred to Tokio, that a resident-general should reside 
at Seoul, and that Japanese garrisons should be established at important 
places. In December Marquis Ito was appointed first resident-general. — 
On December 21 Marquis Yamagata was named president of the Japanese 
privy council. The Katsura ministry, which had become unpopular as a result 
of the Peace of Portsmouth and of the harsh measures taken by it to suppress 
dissatisfaction, resigned early in January, and a Constitutionalist ministry was 
formed by Marquis Saionji. A famine has caused great distress in some dis- 
tricts, particularly in the north, and contributions of food and money have 
been forwarded from foreign countries. On March 16 a bill for the nation- 
alization of all railways in private hands passed the House of Representa- 
tives. The cost is estimated at #250,000,000. The price paid is to be 
twenty times the average yearly profits of the three years preceding the be- 
gining of the war. — It was announced in March that the Egyptian revenue 
for 1905 was ^14,813,346, that the surplus was ,£2,688,524 and that the 
debt had been reduced by £4,791,460. — The new railway between Fort 
Sudan and Berber was inaugurated on January 27 by Lord Cromar, who 
announced other important works for the opening up of the Sudan. In 
February an uprising took place at Sokoto and several Englishmen and 
native troops were killed. A punitive expedition in March defeated the 
rebels with great slaughter. — A native uprising broke out in Natal on Febru- 
ary 8. After some fighting several of the ringleaders were captured and 
were condemned to death, but before they were executed the home govern- 
nent interfered and ordered that their execution be postponed until an in- 
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vestfgation had been made. As a protest against this interference, the 
Natal cabinet resigned ; the home government then withdrew its objections, 
and the cabinet once more took office. The revolt has not yet been en- 
tirely put down. — Soon after the Liberal ministry came into power in Eng- 
land Lord Elgin, the colonial secretary, ordered a suspension of the intro- 
duction of Chinese for labor in the mines of the Transvaal until the people 
of the colony should decide the question for themselves. Not long afterward 
it was announced that the colony was to be granted responsible govern- 
ment. This policy on the part of the home government caused much re- 
joicing among the Boers, but aroused much apprehension and antagonism 
among the mine owners. The South African compensation committee has 
completed its work of examining into the claims for losses sustained in the 
Boer war and has awarded the sum of $47,500,000 for the settlement of 
these claims. — The revolt of the Hereros in German Southwest Africa 
still continues. The Germans have gained some minor successes but have 
been unable to capture all the rebels. By March 19 the cost of the war was 
about $150,000,000. 
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